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RDERED by the Lords Spiritual ad 

Temporal in Parliament afſerabled, That 
the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are hereby 
given to the Lord Biſhop of Chicheftery, 2 
the Sermon by him Wee before this Houſc 
on Thurſday laſt in 18 Abbey-Church, Weſt 
minſter; and he is hereby @ d to cauſe the 
ſame to 0 printed and publiſh, d. 


e a _AgpLey W 
de Foramen 


S BIS rrg ese eee 


| use k ni. is: 115 
Fer where ee, and Les, is, there is Cor 


RES Haber thn ae 

7 ii e Bank and is to be 
Ne err "0 ei; 
e e ee if 


Chriſtian Religion. It 
taken in an ill Senſe; for a blind nd furious 
Rage (like that of the Scribes and: Phariſees and 
- Zealots) againſt the Proſeſſors of the 
Thus St: Haul ranks it among the 
Works of the Fleſh; Hatred, Fariancs, Strife, 
Wrath, Septirions, Herefies, Daw, oats 
and ſuch like. 
K ir in Mtelf a Thing indifferent; and made 
een eee End it 
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aims at, and the Means it makes uſe of to ac- 
compliſh it. It depends in great meaſure on 
natural Complexion, on Education, and the 
Principles inſtilled in the earlieſt Time of Life 
with the firſt Knowledge of Things, which 
have fo great an Influence, as to make Men 
ſometimes miſtake the Vices of Natural Tem- 
and mere animal Paſſions, ſuch as Pride, 
Malice and Cruelty, when tinctured and gilded 
over with a Shew of Religion, for ſupernatural 
Virtues; the Workings of a ſtrong Fancy and 
heated Imagination, for the Impulies and ex- 
traordinary Giſts of the Spirit; Dejection of 
Mind and Melancholy, for ſpiritual Darkneſs 
and Deſertion; and a fond Delight in ſome 
ſingular Opinions and Practices, inſignificant 
in themſelves, if not unwarrantable, for a true 
Concern for Religion itſelf... 

But I deſign not to treat of the Cauſes, or 
the Nature and Properties of Zeal, but only to 
lay before you the miſchievous Effects of it, 
when not kept within thoſe Bounds which 
Chriſtian Wiſdom. and Sobriety require. here 
bitter Zeal and Strife it, (ſays the Apoſtle) here 
is Confuſſon and every evil York. Tlieſe Words 
were ſpoken concerning Diviſions in Religion, 
but they hold true of Diviſions in Civil Go- 
vernment; and therefore taking the Words in 
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the largeſt Senſe,” my in diſc 
upon em, ſhall-be +5 illuſtiate the Truth 
the Propoſition of the Text, by laying ner 
yen: mien Roh Eg Diviſion, 


I. With reſpect to Religion. 
II. With reſpect to Civil Government. 


1 With reſpedt to Religion, | 


And here I- with it had been neceſſary to 
to the Annals of paſt Ages, or of foreign N. 
tions only, to ſhew the Miſchiefs of Diviſions 

in Religion. But what paſſed among ourſelves 
in the laſt Century may convince us, with 
what Quickneſs and Rapidity an- intemperate 
Zeal for the leſs Matters of Religion, in ſome 
Conjunctures of Time L vill ſpread itſelf, what 
Flames may be raiſed 85 *. what mand 
Evils enſue from it. * 

Jam ſenſible che great Miſund ing, 
between King Charles I. and his Houſe of 
Commons, was not originally, or principally 
founded on Matters of Religion, but State- 
Points, ſuch as the Miſconduct of Publick 


Affairs both at Home and Abroad; and Diſ- 
putes between the Prerogative of the Crown, 
and the Rights' and Liberties of the -Sub- 


TS] 
Þ& *, But the Quarrel could nover have. been 
raiſed to ſo great an Height, or been carried on 
with (of much Obſtinacy and Fierceneß, if the 
Heats af Neligion had not fallen in with it to 
inflame it. Till then Things were not incapa- 
ble of being recongiled; - all Matters might 
have been made up; and thaſe hürrid Mur- 
ders and Devaſtations that followed, might 
have been prevented. The King's Cue 
would en have been judged ſatisfactory 
by the/Partiament, and the or af the: Na- 
e en eee 
the Diſputes about entring at the 
Breach made by oug Civil Diſtradtie na. had 
not added Fuel to the Fire nom kindling, "ut 
confumed us. i. 
** Tho 


to! reload. 
an Uniformity in Worſhip: and Doctrine, and 
the put upon Proteſtant Diſſenters in 
many Parts of the Nation, altho'. the | Authors 
af thoſe Cuunſelb night ur did eee, 
10. Sek al bes T rn nie cin 0 
Wein e Reign f King , Fames I. whoſe⸗ 
rn yon eee ace ey 2 — . — e 
D Th: end nog te marry Papiſt. , Bet che 


King not ſollow in this faithful and difin iſintereſted e of his Parliament, 
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5 
to do God ad the King good Service, they 
furniſhedd a fatal W e 
dects of Religion in both Kingdoms, to com- 
bine and enter into à Lengue with che diſoon- 
tented Parties in the State, ich ſoon 
ſtrong enough to overturn our whole . 
tution Eccleſiaſtical and Civil. 
When the eſtabliſh'd Church was We 
down,” hardly any thing of | Religion was to be 
ſeen, but in glaring Appearances, and Conten- 
tion and Animoſity about it. All that was 
found in Doctrine, and decent in Worſhip, 
was turned into Enthahafm, and endleſßs Quar- 
rel and Sepamtiom. For however the ſeveral 
dects united at firſt together, and Joined in com- 
mon Meaſures for overturning he National 
Church, yet that made no Union them 
in any other Reſpect. Nay the gaining that 
Point, ſerved only to inflame their Difference, 
with one another. For then each Sect endea- 
voured to ſet up and eſtabliſh its own Forms 
of Worſhip and Diſcipline, as the only true 
Worſhip and Diſcipline” of the Goſpel. And 
tho' all Sides had diſclaimed all Coercion and 
LOO in redes of Vorgang yet as each 

Abr got 


that it could neither be oY from Lin or 1 3 and that nothing 
leſs covild hum them, than à general Confuſien bah of Law and, Goſpel. Bat 
they did not foreſee how eafily and how ſoon that Confuſion might be brought 
about. | Clarendon, Fol. 1. p. 102, $wo. 
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the upper Hand (by a kind of Re action, 
natural to all People that have been oppreſſed) 
as they had been perſecuted, ſo they perſe. 
cated again; uſing one another, and all that 
diſſented aun them, with as much 
and Severity as ever bad been Practiſed u 
themſelves. | 
e en ht I ee i renin 
3 of paſt Animoſities, or caſt any oblique 
Reflex ions on any Bodies of Men now living ina 
State of Separation from the Church of England, 
They are no more chargeable with the Faults 
and Follies of their Forefathers, than the Mem- 
bers of the National Church are. They are faith. 
ful Subjects to his Majeſty, ready upon all Oc- 
caſions to join with us in ſupporting the Civil 
Government, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
and keeping out Popery and arbitrary Power, 
F mention theſe Things for no Reaſon, but only 
to ſhew from. the Experience of paſt Times 
how difficult it is for all Parties when fired 
3 intemperate Zeal, and poſſeſs d of Power, 
o practiſe that Forbearance and Moderation 
which themſelves claimed as due to them when 
they were oppreſſed, . 
Secondly, I proceed now to the Sroad gene- 
ral Head, the miſchievous Effects of Diviſions 
in Civil Government. And here by Diviſions 
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do not mean the little Jealouſies and Envy- 
ings, and low Struggles about Places and Of- 
fices, between Parties and Perſons, that have 
the ſame right Intentions to the Publick, and 
mean well to their Country. This is a Diſtem- 
per which both Abſolute and Free Goyernments 
are liable to, not merely by Accident, but from 


the Nature of Men and Things, and which has 
infeſted all Goyernments, not excepting that 
of the Jews during the State of their Theo- 
cracy, When God himſelf ruled over them by 
Miracle as their temporal Governor. It diſ- 
. the Court of King Cbarles the Firſt in 


and that of King Charles the Second, during 


his Exile , when they had nothing to give. 
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2 l ol them; to be attacked” pon 
urid undefined ſecretiy; they cannot wn 
Making man) Enemles, Whilſt they gain 
few. ſincere Friends. They 9 arm themſelve 
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Courſe; and then their, Virtue will meer with 
general Approbation *. 
Haying When what I do not! min; by Di- 
viſions, I come now to explain what I do un- 
derſtand'/by them. I mean ſuch, as when Men 
confederate together,” to. ſubvert ſettled Gorern- 8 
ments, gither by Force and Violence, or any 
other a re ee 
to candetha. 1 indiſcrimjaately (oo ures 

an Adminiſtration, actuated only hy the wild 
Pals chat in all Ages have produced the 
melt cragical Events, e Shols.of Ambi 
tion and Revenge. 
1, Such were thoſe 6 
ſome great Men among the Romans, who un- 
NN e 

cty, Q ernment, | 

then guarrelling among themlelyes turned thoſe 
Anm high, hag-been ſo hull 


„be beſt Provities that uch Men can make for" their Voyage 775 
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terly oppreſs'd or notoriouſly defamed; is an Expectation A, tk 
Storms of Rumour, grey Salary nary 


app eg ence of I 


mort than other Men would do; apd that: the beſt way to 
and Myfreports, EYE” 


is by neglecting them to appear not to have 
* Clarmdon, Vol. 3. p. 388, 
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and Bloodſhed, till at laſt the People had 
no way left of extricating themſelves. out of 


theſe Difficulties, but by giving age _ Li- | 


berties. 18 

2. Such was the Faction called Zealot 
among the Jews, who aſſum' d that Name un- 
der pretence that all they did was out of Zeal 


for the Glory of God. A little before the De- 


ſtruction of the Temple, having pulled down 
all legal and juſt Authority, Sal ee 


theit chief Marten Death; in order to 


ſecure their ill-gotten Power, they filled their 
Places with their Accomplices in thoſe Crimes, 
boaſting themſelves' to be the Deliverers of the 
Peo hy who were the cruelleſt Oppreflors of 
than Whilſt this Tragedy was > the 


' Romans who were at erb r had nothing 
to do but to ſtand by, and fee the cus exe- 


cute Vengeance one another, and do 
their Work for EX 1 with their own Hands, 
So- great were their Calamities at this Time, 
that many of them, as the leſs Evil of the 
two, wiſhed. to fall under the Roman Power, 


as they all did ſoon afterwards, which proved 


rather an alleviation, than an increaſe of their 


Miſery: 
3 Such likewiſe was the Catholick League 


| in TnL ſet on Foot by the Guiſes againſt 


King 
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1131 ö 
tence of preſerving the Catholick Religion; but 
deligned in reality, if not to depoſe the King, 
yet certainly to exclude the right Heir from 
the Succeſſion, and to transfer the Crown of 
— i rs 2 Houſe 


of Larai. 

Henny the Third; Gndings ade Proteſtant 
* increaſed than diminiſhed by the cruel 
Edicts that had been them 
by his Predeceſſors, thought fit to grant them 
a Toleration. He endeavoured to convert them 
Face u., and gentle and Chriſtian- like Me- 

of Inſtruction and Perſuaſion, Which 
Conduct (ſays Mezeray * ) brought more back 
to the Church of Nome in the Compaſs of 
four Years, than had been driven into it in the 
Space of Forty by Perſecution. Inſomuch that 
it was then thought he would have brought 
the whole Kingdom to Popery, if the fiery 
re e forced him to re- 
9%. et n ney new 


Landa TE Ho hr nes 
Henry the Fourth. 

© When they lei of baiting e the: Haguenow, their Zeal 
more temperate and indifferent. The King taking the right Courſe 

them that they needed to fear no Hurt from him, but might expect much Good : 
That he would do them equal Juſtice, but that he would beſtow no Offices or 
Employments, or Governments upon them. Withal he endeavoured to reclaim 
them by wiſe and Chriftian-like Inſtructions and Arguments, which Method con- 
CCP 
n Forty. fa 757. | 


Aſſociation were conſumed in thoſe Flames 


| happy was it fur us in che laſt Age, that 


obe pf Gw/c and 


41 


er. And then was Fyance 
in all the Miſenes of Civil War, 
and fle Fin rekindled, which never left hurn- 
ing till the chief Contrirers of that treacherous 


and till Henry the Fourth having dubdued:the 
League and Heer, the Throne, reſtored 
Peace to his Country. The neighbouring States 
blew the Coals and aſſiſted the L And 


when we qurielves were conſuming our | 
againſt ane another, the Htench could only 
make uſe af their Polin, but: neither they 
nor the Spaniards, as being then zealous and 
of each 1 were in a en 
their Forces againſt us. 


10 
Euery State and Kingdom tha 
mare(.orlels the Mliſchieſs of fuch' 


PF . with 


of unfortunate Princes, who either 
by thaw own Miſcondudt, or hy State Factions, 


ie been forced to ſeek _ Shelter in foreign 


Sk Coun- 


. intensbiy ee ee 
reel | Narr 
er ſo liale longer in that late. Moſt certainly the King who 
| hated mortally the HMuguendts, as appear'd but too viſibly in the Maſſacre of 
St. Bart holomerv, and was not able to defiroy them by Force, by changing that 
manner of „had infallibly compaſſed his Ends by the Peace he gave 
chem, had it continued a while Maimboury's Hift. of the League, p. 109 

Cardinal his Brother ed by th 
King' Over the Cri den imprid;—_ | 


"= 


_— = a ©kba _ * © a. = 


05.7] 


Countries, ànd died in Exile; e 
the "Heat of Battle; or have cane to wtimely 


Deaths by Confpi gon 1 
But any can 
are 
vate Capacity of diſtinguiſhed Virtue and Picty, 
but by being very unfortunate in che Choice 
of his Miniſters, {who alone ought to bave 
deen actbuntable For all Adtniniſtra- 
tion) brought into che g Biſtreſſes; ſtript 
of all the Frifigtis o —— and ſunk ſo 
low at laſt, as to be ſold Hire a-Slave; and im- 
prifonecdd as 4 common Malafacter; 
to a Mock Trial before a pretended” High- 
Ootirt ef Juſtice,” and adjsdged by his on 
Subjects to loſe his Life; Wich All the Oireum- 
ſtances of Ignotiy and & fad Irr- 
ſtaner of 'the Inſtability" oft Greatneſs, 


which | fo Unzzies che Aid attricts the 
Aditniration of the Vulgar, bit {I believe) little 
ſatis fies thoſe that are df end geil. 


I hate no to condemn the Conduct 
ol thoſe worthy" Fee be n the Bebi. 
ning of the ſed che Growth 


of Arbitrary Po and the: extending the 
Regal Authority end the Bownds ſet to 
it by Law. Men may pretend with Mar- 
cellas W that the ** admire the, fl 


1 


Conſtitutog of Government eſtabliſned by 


their Anceſtors, yet they know how to com- 
ply with the preſent; that tho they wiſh for 
the beſt Princes, yet they reſolve; to qi the 
worſt *; but wiſe: 8 inſtead of laying 
any Streſs upon ſuch Profeſſions, will ſtrive ra- 


ther to — Hearts and Affections of their 


Subjecs, by a ſteddy Courſe of juſt and up- 
right Adminiſtration. I ſay I — no. Deſign 


77. bes of chats. dabbs 
and Commoners who endeavoured to keep the 


Balance even between the ſeveral Branches of 
the Legiſlature, without which this can never 


long continue a peaceable Kingdom. And 


ſuch were many of the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons who fate in the long Parliament; 


as the noble Hiſtorian deſeribes them, Per- 
A ſons of Wiſdom and Gravity, ho being of 


4 great and plentiful Fortunes, tho they were 


4 indevoted enough to the Court, had all 


imaginable Duty and Affection to the Go- 


„ verument. And without doubt the major 


C Part of that Body had no mind to break 
1 om, or make any 


« conſiderable. Alteration in the Government 
< She oh een or State.” . And 1 
n er 1 DEN 


r e 1 
DN an tole- 
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when the King had made ſuch large and 
ample Conceſſions to the Parliament, and fa- 
tally conſented, that they ſhould: not be dif- 
ſolved or prorogued but by their own Conſent, 
it was univerſally expected both within and 
without the two Houſes, that the Army on 
each fide ſhould be disbanded, and the publick | 
Peace and Tranquillity reſtored * —_ 8 
But how condeſcending ſoever the King had 
been to make his Parliament and People eaſy, 
the Merits of private Perſons, fwollen big in 
their own Conceit, were unrecompenſed ; theſe 
had not received their particular Gratifications; 
and ambitious and ill-deſigning Men are always 
readier to overlook Faults in a Government, 
than forgive Offences againſt themſelves. They 
have no Eyes to ſee any Objett' that is not 
to their Sight; no Ears to liſten to any 
Terms of publick Peace and Reconciliation 
that do not comport with their Views: When 
they meet with Diſappointments, and their 
Hopes are at an end, they make no Scruple 
of entring into any Meaſures that may diſturb 
or ſubvert Government, and throw Things into 


O Con- 
* All Men expetted that boch Armies would be ſpeeJity diabanded, and ſuch 
Returns of of Duty and Acknow macs 56. the Lig, 0s agar oe. OO: 
able to their Profeſſions, and to the Royal Favours he had vouchſaſed to 


Bae what Proven fee were made for arr. es Peer 
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Confufion:; when by ſo doing they chink che, 
can compaſe their Ends, or gratify their Ambi- 
tion or Revenge *. 

Nothing ſeems to have contributed ſo much 
towards ſtrengthning the Hands of the Ring- 
leaders of the Rebellion, as the Appeals made 
by both Parties to the People; as if the ſu- 

reme Reſort. in Matters of ſuch Nature, as 
Rights of the Crown e n end 
R had been veſted in them, 

The Houſe of Commons in their Petitions 
and Remomſtrances, full of bitter Invectives 
againſt the King, with great Induſtry diſperſed 
into all Parts of the Nation, made their Ap- 


peal to the People. The King in his Anfwers 


and Declarations, was forced to do the fame 
thing. And What was the Conſequence of 
thoſe Appeals, ' but raiſing up ſuch a formida- 
ble Power, and unpovernable Spirit in the 
Rabble, as deſtroyed two eſſential Parts of the 
eb W. nh png and eee 
CD... I ** 
Free mide by 
chem, and with what Importunity for Offices and Preferments, what great Ser- 


vices ſhould have been done for us, and what other Undertakings, even to the 
faving of the Life of the Fer er gerd, — —u—ͤ— 


upon them. r 
7 The Biſhop, _heieg thghe Ferounn of Pepys no = 
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own Judgment, 'y te Penn of de. Ant thr we (roy 


cuitm a. ac aa; foo = ax. 4A 


DAF 959080 oer © tt = © 


ET S8 SFr 


129 | 
The Riots: and Tumults of thoſe Days. were 
countenanced and encouraged by the Houſe of 
Commons. But fo fickle: and inconſtant are 
turned againſt that Houſe of Commons f; and 


rar eh 


then not 


the I 
her 46: e fin ann DIE nf chem, dif 
ar them with Contempt and dee, W. t; 
and: would never ſuffer: a 1 
to be choſen; 
with greater Frerdom, than the Roman Senate 
was allowed' to do under Tiberius, vis. to re- 
giſter the Edles of MAE 40 Will. and 
Power. | 
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Che that believe hte ox ha rele I HA 
Prieſts, by Inſtructious from France, Hine emen 
542 

Ie eee and the Unter 
tainty of ywarldly Aﬀairsz When their. Tum is ſerved, their Minde change; their 
beſt Friends when they relieve them, are counted their Enemies when they are 
relieved ; the beſt Courſe is to provide for ſuch a'Condition as will always af- 
ford Comfort, and will never change, not to truſt in Men, but in God alone. 


Whithech, p. 236. 

t Thus was this. great Parliament ronted by thoſe whom they had ſet up, and 
who took their Commiſſions and Authority from them; nor could they in the 
leaſt juitify any Actiom they had done, or one Drop of. Blood- they had 
bat by chair Aughelin, Yet now the Servants roſe againſt their Maſters, di 
ſolv'd that Power by which themſelves were created Officers and Soldiers, and 
now they took what they deſigned, all Power into their own Hands. 

An Example never to be forgotten,” and ſcarce to be-parallelled in any Story, 
xn wang daggers aA Ot} ly} pb 
RW 
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lay that Storm whieh 


freely, or to act when choſen 
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ſingle Perſon; which being obtain'd by the 
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The Sword from that time became the Law 
of the Land, the Standard of juſtice, and 
Meaſure of Right and Wrong; thoſe Confu- 
ſions ending (as it was natural to think they 


would 512 in the arbitrary Rule and Sway of a 


Seer could not be ſupported but by the 
Sword, which yet oppreſſive and cruel as it 
was, was much better than en eee and 
no Government at all. 

When the Uſurpation was at an end, rhe 
Schemes and Models of Government were bet 
up one after another, as Parties 

which having blazed for a while, and been 
gazed at like Meteors, diſappeared and va- 
niſhed away. Sometimes a Council of State 
got the upper-hand, and' ſometimes the con- 
trary Faction, a Council of Officers, prevailed; 
ſometimes a Committee of | Safety governed, 
and then the Council of Officers got upper- 


moſt again. Amidſt theſe Fluctuations of 


Counſels and giddy Revolutions, like a Veſſel 
in rough Seas, without Anchor or Compals, 
the Nackti was toſſed from one Wave to ano- 
ther; it reeled to and fro, and ere l. like a 
drunken ks — was at its end. 
gud diſcordia Cre 
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Theſe were the wretched Fruits ons 
to pieces our Whote, Conſtitution, 


To FEM now Cane Shari from what has 
been ſaid in this Diſcourſe. 

1 have ſhewn the Diſorder and Confuſion 
both in Church and State, that enſued on the 
breaking out of the Great Rebellion, and oc- 
caſionally hinted at ſome of the chief Cauſes 
that produced them; not to make old Wounds 
bleed afreſh, but only to warn the preſent Ge- 
neration, of - thoſe fatal Miſtakes that were 
committed by both Sides, and coſt both Sides 


ſo dear: That all Orders of Men among us 


may hereby be inſtructed both in their Duty 


os their Intereſt, and be -perſuaded for the 


future, to hold ſuch a Conduct with reſpect 


to the Publick, that as the Power of the 


Crown ought never to be raiſed ſo high, as 
may enable it to enſlave the People, or injure 
their Liberties; fo we ought to take great care, 
that we turn not Liberty into Licentiouſneſs, 
or 5 far weaken the Power of the Crown, as 


render it incapable of carrying on the 


Bu neſs of Government, and of protecting us 
from our Enemies. For if it Ha true, that 
ſome Princes haye loſt their Crowns by aſ- 


piring at Arbitrary Power, it is no leſs certain 


on 
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on the other hand that Subjects by depriving 


the Crown of its juſt Rights, and an undue 
Uſe of their own Liberty; by making it a Cloke 
to coneeal intereſted Views; by the Liberties of 
their Country, meaning notiiing but their own 
private Ends, have brought both themſelves and 
their Country into the moſt. abject Slavery, 
as was ſadly experieneed in thoſe; Times, of 
which I have here laid a ſhort View before 


Proper 
Hands of their Governots, either by their For- 
tunes or Perſonal Services, as they are beſt able 
to do it, it is in ſuch Times as we are now 


fallen into; when it hath pleaſed God, ſor the 


juſt Puniſhment of our great and manifold 
Tranigreſſions, to permit the neighbouring 
Flames, which have laid waſte ſo many other 
Countries, _ to reach! at laſt, theſe Kingdoms; 
and a Rebellion to; break out among us, 


which, if it ſhould prove ſucceſsful, in what a 


long Train of Calamities will it involve us? 
It will not only ſubject us to a Popiſh Prince, 
enrag d by many high Provocations, attainted 

our Law; and often abjured by us; but 


likewiſe moſt certainly bring us under a French 


Cerns) 


| 1 
to exhort and 
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cerns) the moſt to be dreaded by us. Diſ- 
putes may ariſe between us and other King- 
doms and States, and Matters ſoon be made 
up again: But our Difinclination to that 
Kingdom ſeems tobe natutal, at deaſt our En- 
mity to it is ancient and hereditary, and our 
Intereſts are ſo oppoſite, that probably it will 
be perpetual - 

It was a fortunate Circumftance bf the laſt 
Great Rebellion (as I before obſerved) that nui- 
ther France or Spain were then in a Condition 
to employ their Arms againſt us. But they 
are now entered into a cloſe Ane, and as 
we are now engaged in War with them, and 
they have ;contrived this Rebellion Jointly, in- 
cenſed agaiaſt us for our oppoſing their Views 
of inflaving . rarah; cc and by the many ſignal 
Advantages ve obtained over them b 
Sea, we 8 aſſure ourſelves that they w 
ſupport” it to the utmoſt, if thro our Diviſions 
(in which they place their chief Hopes) we 
give them room to think that they may fuc- 
ceed in their Deſigns. But whatever Declara- 
tions ot Promiſes they may have made to the 
Pretender and his Adherents, they will not run 
any great Hazard, or venture much to fup- 
port them, without a Profpect and e 


* Non Cauſis in diem mutabilibus ſed naturd quz eſt perpetua Hoſtes ſunt. 


ö 


Srl Vie 


| [ 24 ] 

of Succeſs; and that Succeſs muſt appear pro- 
bable to them, if we: ſhould: run into - 
Factions and Diviſions. As they are our Divi- 
fons that have encouraged and tempted them 
to ſet on foot this Rebellion, ſo tis by uniting 
among ourſelves that we muſt extinguiſh it, 
and by which alone we can prevent a Return of 


the like Troubles in times to come. 


It muſt be owned; that our Affairs abroad 


hure had ty e bane ce than 
they had ſome time ago, and that the preſent 
Rebellion has receiy d a great Check by the pru- 
dent Conduct and Bravery of that heroical young 
Prince that was ſent to ſubdue the late inſolent 
Invaders and Plunderers of our Country, and 
that from him greater things, even a total Suppreſ- 
ſion of it, may be expected. But if we r 
ourſelves with Security, as if the Danger was 
quite over, and think that inſtead of contend- 
who ſhall beſt ſerve his Country, we may 
ale ſlacken our Zeal for its Defence, the 
Clouds that ſeem now in ſome meaſure to be 
diſperſed, may and will gather again, and our 
Ruin will be be uſtly chargeable on ourſelves, 
But I hope better things, tho I thus f. 
and am perſuaded, that by the Bleſſing o God 
on his Majeſty's Arms, and that unanimous 
and firm Reſolution ſhewn by his Subjects 3 
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all Ranks to defend his Perſon and Government 
againſt all his Enemies; we ſhall by ſur- 
mount all our and Difficulties, 
and not only ſeture for the preſent, our Religion 
and Liberties but tranſmit them ſafe to Poſterity. 
The Teal of the is ſo active and in- 
delatigable in making Proſelytes to their Com- 
munion, that n Bes Ce be alben 49 put | 
a ſtop to it, either by ſome new: Laws, or an 
gane of the: al? e Popery will go on 
increafing, as It has done for ſeveral Years paſt, 
2 does viſibly cvery Day, I mean among 
loweſt of our People, whoſe Por 


— —-— to the 
Chunth of Nome. This is a. very unſuitable 
Return for. the Jong uninterruptod Quiet they 
have enjoyed among us, and waking ſuch an 
ill uſe of chr and Lenity of the 

Government towards them, that they ought not 
to complain, for they can juſtly blame no Body 
but themiſelyrs, for any Inconveniences it may 
bring -updn them. "The Converts they make, 
are indeed ſuch as do them little Credit, but 
they add Stiength to them, as every Convert 
thus made, inſtead of being a Friend, becomes 

from that time an Enemy to the Government. 
Popery will never be able to get much Ground 
W * tg Pretences of Anti- 
quity 
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quity arid Univerſality, or the Streng 


of its Reaſons and Arguments; 


ef ay 


| we ourſelves may never make Way CES ei- 
ther through our Divifions, or that — of 


Principle as to Religion in which has 

been growing among us for ſeveral Vears paſt, to- 

gether with an extreme Diſſolution of Manners. 
For when once Men come to have no Reli- 


gie at ul, they will ber apt 'to-rhink: all-Ro- 


ligions indifferent! and nary and then” cee 


deſirous they may be to r en out, as 

dreading the Tonkin both Temporal and Spi- 
ritual that always accompanies it, yet as they can 
have no Principles to found Courage and Con- 


' Nancy upon, they will faintly refaſt its Terror 


if it ſhould ever come to get the Aſcendant 


over us. We are told by an eminent Writer, 


chat when the Edict of Manteæt in France was 

repealed, the Method which carried over to 
Popery Men of the fineſt Parts among the Pro- 
teſtants was this, They brought themſelves 
« to doubt of the whole Chriſtian Religion; 


« when that was once done, it ſeem'd a more 


indifferent thing of what Side or Form wat 
continued outwardly to be 7. 
The Mind of Man is ſo fram'd as to be na- 


turally diſpoſed to Religion; and a State of 
Atheiſm, or of Irreligion 1 ticiſm, is ſo 
uncomfortable and ' hopeleſs, that the generality 


of People would ſooner cloſe with all the ſuper- 
1 Burners Hiftory of his own Tiles, Pol. 1. f. $67. ſtitious 
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ſtitious Practices of Popety or Paganiſm, ta- 
ther than be without jo, 1 at all. And 
of this the Papiſts — to have been ſenſible, 
when in the late times of Confuſion as the ſame 
Author ꝰ informs us, they took ſo. much Pains 
to undermine the F eee of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and propagate Scepticiſm and Infidelity. 

_ T6: conclude, Let us apply ourſelves to con- 
der with Attention and Seriouſneſs (for the Cir- 
cumſtances of our Affairs call upon us to do it) 
what the great End is of Gatts-providential Diſ- 
penſations towards us; whether they be AE 8 
judgment and Severity, or of = 

neſs, and F 

viz. the bringing us back to a Remembrance bete | 
him our Creator and Governor, and to a pang 
of our Duty, and a ſtedfaſt Reſolution of 
ting it in Practice; let us take care to do it w 5 
we have e, to ur while it is called 


„ee Mr, kb nn 3 
Nee being deſirous of 
to his native Country, 'as he made no N Lord C ; 
when he e ne e 


[8] 
to Day, before the dark Night of FOpery has 
overtaken us, When we can never expect to en- 
again the free Exerciſe of our Religion, or 
the Light of the Goſpel. For great Deliverances 
have been protmiſed and t for 4 
though on the Brink of Deſtruction : And 
God hath fo often reſeued our Nation in 
cular with an out: ſtretetfd Arm, for the ſake of 
his/ Truth profeſtecd by us, and the of his 
Name, even when we were in the greatoſt Strait 
and ſaw no viſible Help, as gives us fare Grounds 
to hope, that if we return to him by an un- 
ſeigned R of dur evil Courſes, atzd an 
Amendment of our Lives, he will return to us, 
and be ag rip gracious and rmereiful unte bur Land, 
and not give us up into the Hands of our eruel 
Enemies. With a Reſolution of doing this, let us 
humbly beſeech God to pardon ourOffences, and 
takers into his Proteon; wade! the Bhadow of 
whoſe Wings alone we can be ſafe. For wnlejs 
the Lord Jeep the City, the Watchman wakerh but 
zu vi. Te can early "blaſt all che Combinatiom 
amd Coublels, and defeat the wifeſt and beſt-laid 
Deligns E dur Enemies; and © byertute Events 
as to make What Was intended for our Deſtruc- 
dien, become in the Iſſue of things, the Means of 
Fang gur future Security, and of render- 
ry air de de Praiſe e 
Joly about us. l 
9 Bed of Bis zal Morey han. 
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